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Story 1

Jane* is an 11 year old 6" grader who has been attending Fun in
the Sun for four years. She lives with her single mom and two
brothers in a rented room in a four bedroom house. Her father has
been in jail for a number of years due to constant child and spousal
abuse. As a result, Jane has been growing up without a father
figure and acting out. Before entering Fun in the Sun, Jane was
behind academically in school and her behavior was extremely
unfavorable. She was picking fights with other students in school,
using bad language, and talking back to her teachers. After attend-
ing Fun in the Sun, Jane has increased her reading proficiency,
she is excelling in all aspects of school and academics, and her
bad behavior has dramatically diminished. Jane’s future is looking
brighter than before her attendance at Fun in the Sun.

Story 2

Ryan* is a 7 year old 2" grader who has been participating in Fun in the Sun for two
years. Ryan has an older brother and a younger sister who live with their single mother
at his grandmother’s house. Ryan’s father was only in his life for the first few years until
he went to prison for domestic abuse. Without the father figure present in his life, Ryan
tends to imitate and latch onto his older brother. Unfortunately, his older brother has
many behavior problems. Ryan was extremely behind in school due to the fact he did
not understand and did not seek assistance. He picked fights with and bullies other stu-
dents as well as talking inappropriately to his
teachers. His mother works two full time jobs to
support her family, so she is rarely home. After
two summers at Fun in the Sun, Ryan has com-
pletely turned himself around. He is becoming
more independent from his older brother, doing
his work in school, reading at one grade level
higher than normal, and is making friends at
school instead of being a bully. Ryan now has a
hopeful future. Fun in the Sun helped Ryan to
realize he had to do well in school, stop his bad

behavior, and respect his teachers.

Story 3
Jacob* is in 2™ grade and is 7 years old. This past year was his first year at Fun in the
Sun. Jacob lives with his mother, father, and two sib-
lings. The entire family was born outside of the United
States and immigrated in when Jacob was a baby. Be-
fore Fun in the Sun, Jacob could not speak any English.
He was constantly getting into fights, bullying and offend-
ing other children, and using foul language on a consis-
tent basis. He was falling behind in school and he could
barely read. Fun in the Sun has helped improve Jacob’s
life drastically. Not only has his behavior turned around
completely, he is speaking and reading English and his
parents have been attending parenting classes to help
them with their children. Without Fun in the Sun, Jacob
would have continued on a troubled path, and probably

* All names have been changed for privacy.




Story 4

Juan* is a six year old 1% grader and participant of Fun in the Sun who has improved
dramatically after only his first year. Juan is currently living with his mother, father, and
4 year old sister in a two bedroom apartment they share with another family. His par-
ents originated from Mexico, and his father was a heavy alcoholic, which has kept the
family apart for the last three years. Living in a Spanish speaking home, Juan did not
know any English which made life extremely hard. He did not know how to behave and
was considered rude by his counselors, teachers, and peers. Juan was far behind in
school, his reading skills were almost non-existent and he did not take school seri-

ously. After one summer at Fun in the Sun, Juan is becoming bilingual and is rarely A

seen without a book in his hand. He has progressed dramatically in his academics and

is now excited and happy to attend school. His manners have also improved drastically after some hard work
from Juan and the leaders at Fun in the Sun. Juan shows great potential for the future, considering this was his
first year at Fun in the Sun it is estimated that Juan will continue to see his grades, reading abilities, and personal
relationships soar.

Story 5

Reyna* is a 6 year old 1% grader with an older sister and younger brother who live
with their single mother. Their father has never been apart of their lives and most
likely never will be. They rent a room in a four bedroom house where they live with
three other families. In addition to there being no support from the father, the mother
was also limited in the amount of support she was able to provide for her children.
This has a direct effect on Reyna and her siblings who were constantly acting up,
fighting, and seeking attention from others. While Reyna is not necessarily lacking in
her academics, there is room for improvement. Reyna attended her first summer at
Fun in the Sun this past year and is already showing great improvement in her aca-
demics as well as in her character and behavior. Her mother has improved the way
she treats the children after attending numerous parenting classes. Fun in the Sun
played a key role in the change of behavior seen in Reyna and her family.

Story 6

Alex* is a 10 year old 5™ grader who has not had the easiest time in life. With five
siblings ranging from 22 to 7, Alex is often lost in the shuffle. His family went through a
rough time when the oldest child resorted to drug use. While the family owns their own
home, every cent made goes towards paying for rent, which leaves the family with little |
to no money every month. Alex has had a hard time with his grades in school. He was |
lacking motivation and making excuses for why his homework was rarely, if ever,
completed. Alex has been attending Fun in the Sun for three years and is showing vast
improvement in all areas. His grades have improved dramatically, he is turning in his
homework every day, and his reading proficiency levels have risen significantly. Alex’'s
parents started taking parenting classes, and their performance as parents has im-
proved as well. Fun in the Sun has had an extraordinary impact on Alex and his family.
Without Fun in the Sun it is unlikely that Alex would have made it to his graduation,
and very well could have followed in his older sibling’s footsteps into drug abuse.

Story 7

Erin* is a 7 year old 2" grader and second year participant of Fun in the Sun. She is an only child living with both
her mother and father. They rent one room in a three bedroom house and live with two other families. Erin is a
little below average in school, and struggles emotionally as well. She is over-
weight and extremely hard on herself. Erin was having a hard time relating to
other children and beginning to isolate herself from others. After attending
Fun in the Sun, Erin began doing better in school. Not only was her reading
proficiency significantly higher than the previous year, but she was began to
realize she is a person of value no matter what her size. Throughout her time
at Fun in the Sun, she began learning through others that she matters and
that she is valuable, something she never thought before. Through the
understanding and support of others at Fun in the Sun Erin is succeeding not
only academically but emotionally. She has a bright future ahead of her that
might not have been possible without Fun in the Sun.




