‘largeting dropouts, poverty

T hc United Way plans
to launch a 10-year
~program that also will
' seek to improve the
health of Americans.

From the Washingion Post

WASHINGTUN — The United
Way of America, alarmed at the
Tation's fraying safety net, will
announce wddy that it will di-

“the number of working ramjhe;
s[r‘uggling i‘ln&nua]i\y
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, dent and chief executive

The nonprofit organization
also wants to increase by one-
third the number of youths and
adults considered healthy.

The announcement, sched-
uled for its annual conference
in Baltimore, comes as bl o
ganization releases a report de-
tailing a precipitous decline in
key education, personal [i-
nance and health indicators.

The report finds that one in
four high schoul students does
not graduate on time, one in
four families do not earn

-enough to provide for thelr
household,
> young people and adults lead

and two in three

Hves, including
“those who engage in such risky
behaviors as drug use, binge
drinking and unsafe sex.

“The counlry is at a cross-
roads right now,” said Brian
Gallagher, United Way's presi-
;[ Tve
never fell a time in my career

| where there's this combination
ol enough pain, feeling ofa !d(.,K
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of progress, leeling like we've
stalled, combined with a next
generation of Ieadership de-
munding char lgt,

support prbgr&m d:rect.}y re-
lated to educatio , income and
heallhoare, Tlle nuuunul or-
ganization sets the agenda for
its 1,300 atfiliates, but those af-

Tillates have some duwnomy

The country'’s social safety
net is broken, Gallagher said,
and the Unlted Way must red!-
rect its money toward the root
causes and hold itself account-
able by setting bold goals.

“For years and vears and
yvears, folks saw us as a fund-
raising organization. .. but the
issues we care about weren't
getting better,” he said in anin-
terview at the Alexandria, Va.,
headquarters. “So the change
here is to put a stake in the
gmund on the issues that drive
improving so 1al conditions.”
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